
 
 

Financial situation of the United Nations 

Statement  

by  

Catherine Pollard, Under-Secretary-General  

Management Strategy, Policy and Compliance 

 

Fifth Committee of the General Assembly at its 76th session 

19 October 2021 

 
 Mr. Chairman, Distinguished delegates, 
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Chart 2 shows the cash resources available as at 30 September and 31 
December 2020, and as at 30 September 2021. Due to large inflows in April 
and controlled spending till May 2021, regular budget cash remains positive 
at the end of September, compared to a deficit at the same time last year. At 
the end of 2020, the regular budget cash shortfall was reduced to $160 
million. The fourth quarter collections in 2021 will determine whether the 
shortfall will be greater or lesser this year. 

 
Chart 3 summarizes the status of regular budget assessments as at 30 

September 2020 and 8 October 2021.  In 2021, assessments were issued at a 
level of $2.96 billion, $88 million above the level in 2020. Payments 
received by 8 October 2021 totalled $2.51 billion, $427 million more than 
around the same time last year.  The Chart also reflects a reduction in unpaid 
assessments from $1.5 billion as of 30 September 2020 to $1.3 billion as of 
8 October 2021. As mentioned earlier, at the end of September, the 
collections were $139 million more than anticipated at this time due to the 
large collections in April. Collections in the final quarter remain critical for 
the outcome of 2021 and it is essential that we collect more than 100 percent 
this year to reduce record level arrears.  

 
As seen in Chart 4, 130 Member States have paid their regular budget 

assessments in full by 8 October 2021, compared to 124 Member States as 
of 30 September 2020.  I would like to thank those 130 Member States 
which are listed in Chart 5 for their regular budget contributions, including 
those who have also paid a partial advance for 2022. 

 
 Chart 6 shows the 63 Member States who are yet to pay their 
assessments to the regular budget in full as of 8 October 2021, six less than 
September last year. I would note that since the cut-off date, Belarus has 
paid in full, bringing the count of fully paid Member States to 131. 

 
Chart 7 provides a comparative view of the largest outstanding 

assessments for the regular budget as of 30 September 2020 and 8 October 
2021.  

 
Peacekeeping operations
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Chart 8 shows the status of peacekeeping assessments and collections 
during 2021. Assessments during 2021 totalled $3.8 billion, with $2.7 billion 
of it being assessed in July for the fiscal year 2021/22 for mandated periods. 
Since the peacekeeping scales of assessment effective January 2022 are yet 
to be approved, the assessments for the fiscal year 2021/22 have been issued 
only for the period until 31 December 2021. The collections as of 8 October 
2021 amounted to $4.8 billion and the total amount outstanding as at 8 
October 2021 is $2.2 billion, compared to $2.8 billion as at 30 September 
2020. 

 
 
 As shown in Chart 9, at 8 October 2021, 48 Member States had paid 

all peacekeeping assessments in full. This was ten more than at 30 
September 2020. I would like to pay tribute to these Member States for their 
efforts. Since the cut-off date, Botswana and Lithuania have also paid their 
assessments in full.  

 
Chart 10 provides an overview of outstanding amounts by 

peacekeeping operation. As seen in the chart, the $2.2 billion outstanding as 
at 8 October 2021 comprises $1.8 billion owed for active missions and $400 
million for closed missions. For active missions, out of $1.8 billion, $1.1 
billion relates to 2021 assessments, while $655 million relates to 
assessments in 2020 and prior.   

 
Chart 11 shows the unpaid peacekeeping assessments as of 8 October 

2021 by Member States.  For comparison, the chart also lists amounts 
outstanding from these Member States as of 30 September 2020.  Before 
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Member States will consider his proposals carefully in order to arrest the 
trend of systemic under-performance on mandate delivery under regular 
budget operations due to the lack of adequate liquidity reserves compounded 
by structural weaknesses in budget management capabilities. 

 
Thank you. 
 


